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Serve Jesus Opportuni�es 

At Redeemer we committed to being “on Mission” (Matt 28) 
as we reach out to our community with the love of Jesus! 
God has laid on us a vision to reach “5,000 in 5 years with 
the love of Jesus!” We have three exciting ministry 
opportunities:  
 
BREATHE Special Needs Respite Care—provides a fun, 

safe, evening out for families with special needs kids and 
their typical siblings. BREATHE is one of the ways 
Redeemer is unleashing the love of Jesus on the Greater 
Milwaukee area. At BREATHE, kids enjoy an evening of fun, 
games, and a snack while parents and caregivers get a well
-deserved break. Want to get involved? Contact Pam Cada 
(pkcada@hotmail.com) or Pastor Bob.  
 
Neighborhood Thanksgiving—Thanksgiving is not too far 

off and we hope again this year to supply Thanksgiving 
meals to families that could really use a helping hand during 
that time of the year. Information on how you can get 
involved will be coming soon. If you have questions contact 
Teresa Arenz (tarenz@wi.rr.com) or Pastor Bob. 

Neighborhood Christmas—As we look ahead to 

Christmas, we will again be doing our Neighborhood 
Christmas outreach to families in need during the holidays. 
We hope to serve many struggling families in our community 
with gifts for them to put under their Christmas Tree. Plan to 
get involved, more details will come soon. If questions 
contact Teresa Arenz (tarenz@wi.rr.com) or Pastor Bob. 

In our continual effort to reach 5,000 people in 
5 years with the love of Christ, this October we 
would like to again bless our community with a 
family friendly event! We will be hosting a 
Trunk-or-Treat event in the Redeemer parking 
lot in which those participating will dress up the 
trunk of their cars to serve candy to the local 
families! Last year we saw a lot of success and 
hope to see more participation this year. Ways 
that you can help make this event a success 
would be 1) Donate your time and your vehicle 
on October 29th! 2) Donate candy 3) Help 
serve warm refreshments to the 
community! Watch for a sign-up coming soon! 
Any questions, talk to Pastor Mike. 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
Sunday, October 29 

We exist to reproduce full-bodied worshippers of Jesus 
by living out the alternate story of the Gospel in word 
and deed before a world desperate for answers. 
 
Core Value #1- COMMUNITY: We value something more 
than groups that meet and run through prayer and Bible 
question checklists. Rather, we value smaller “communities” 
within the Body that truly reflect a genuine “brother’s keeper” 
mindset, are always thinking about how to include others 
and see themselves as the context for deep spiritual growth. 
 
Core Value #2- WORD: We value not simply an obligatory 
acknowledgement of the Bible, but an ardent embrace of the 
cover-to-cover story of the Scriptures as the final word on all 
that it teaches and the means by which the Spirit most 
pointedly breathes transformation into our lives. 
 
Core Value #3- RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD: We value a 
great deal more than a “conversion” to a settled, lifeless 
religiosity. Instead, we value “life” in Christ consisting of 

interactive prayer, character shaped out of a growing love 
for God and where the old “me” is being set aside for the 
new “me” that God intended all along. 
 
Core Value #4- MISSIONAL LIVING: We value something 
well beyond giving a certain percentage to professional 
missionaries to reach others. We value being personally 
engaged as “good neighbors” in our own city and 
neighborhoods, living out our love for God, investing in high-
impact efforts, going on the offensive to reach the 
unreached and the de-churched. 
 
Core Value #5- WORSHIP: We will not be satisfied with a 
worship that consists of a few songs on Sunday morning. 
We value a worship that overflows from God’s work in 
progressively surrendered lives from Monday through 
Sunday, celebrating the power of the Cross and the utter 
magnitude of the Resurrection with an unbridled, joyous 
expression of praise! 

October 2017 



In small groups you will find a safe place for you to 
connect and grow in relationship with God and others.  
 
At Redeemer, we value community just like you, 
where you can be yourself and deepen your faith with 
others. Come join us as we live life on mission 
together. For more information on how to join a group 
contact Pastor Bob at the church office or go to 
www.redeemerefc.com/adults/small-groups. 

Small Groups 

Teacher Training A Focus on Disciplemaking 
one that emphasized this bare-
minimum conversion that had not 
worked terribly well for him several 
years earlier.  
 
One day, he was driving along the 
Pacific Coast Highway when he 
picked up a hitchhiker, who was a 
surly, foul-mouthed, and generally 
unpleasant person. Trotman began to 
witness to him when about halfway 
through the talk, they both realized 
that they had had this conversation 
before. Trotman had picked this 
same man up last year, led the man 
to “pray the prayer”, and now this 
man was not at all transformed. All 
he had was a false sense of security 
that he was saved and went on living 
as though all he needed was some 
eternal fire insurance. Trotman 
completely overhauled his ministry 
and began a discipleship ministry 
called The Navigators. 
 
While I don’t think Redeemer has 
ever been a seeker-driven, bare-
minimum conversion church on the 
whole, I do believe that we are being 

called by God to be much more 
intentional about disciplemaking. And 
over the course of the next weeks 
and months, you will hear a lot about 
disciplemaking, our new vision (that 
builds off of our desire to unleash 
Jesus’ love on 5,000 in 5 years), 
training opportunities, etcI My one 
word of caution for all is simply this: 
disciplemaking is not for the super-
spiritual, or the gifted apologist, or the 
professional pastors. All Christians 
are called to be both disciples and 
disciplemakers. The cool thing is, it 
will invigorate your walk with Jesus! 
 

~ Pastor Dave 

I am reminded of the story that 
Dawson Trotman told when he 
started reconsidering a bare-
minimum conversion approach to 
ministry. A bare-minimum conversion 
is that which gets the gospel out 
there as efficiently as possible, 
focuses only on the sinner’s need to 
trust Jesus, and gets them to “pray 
the prayer”. None of these pieces are 
wrong, mind you. They are simply, 
woefully incomplete. There is nothing 
about being a disciple, about 
obedience to Jesus, about finding 
Christian community in which to grow 
spiritually in this model.  
 
Trotman himself had been a criminal 
and a pool shark when he “prayed 
the prayer” while in “emergency 
mode” after being arrested. But, it 
was not until later that he actually 
understood what it meant to be a 
follower of Jesus. God had to do a 
work on Trotman where he really 
truly came to a place of surrender, 
not simply nodding at some 
soteriological truths. And then he 
entered into an evangelistic ministry–

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
harrowing one as well. And 
Redeemer is excited to open up to 
teachers at all levels–children, youth, 
adults–to the Teacher Training 
course. With a heavy hands-on 
approach that does a lot of activity 
within the class, the Teacher Training 
program starts on Saturday 
September 30th, and meets two 
more times–Saturday, October 21st, 
and November 11th, all of them from 
9:00-10:30 AM. If you are a teacher, 
assistant teacher, or would like to 
look into the role of teacher, you are 
welcome to join! Sign-ups are at the 
Welcome Desk or you may contact 
Pastor Dave. 

I still remember the words of John 
Ortberg to about 3000 of pastors in a 
conference on church leadership. 
Ortberg was talking to us about 
discipleship and the role of teaching 
and he asked us as pastors this 
question: 
 

“Can we all agree that will cultivate 
the gift of teaching in those who 
have it? And will we all agree to not 
allow people without the gift of 
teaching to continue in an official 
teaching role in our churches?” 

 
It was nothing we all did not know, 
and yet, it was something we clearly 
needed to be reminded of. James, in 
his letter to the church, said 
essentially the same thing when he 
wrote: 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, not 
many of you should become 
teachers in the church, for we who 
teach will be judged more strictly. 
(James 3:1, NLT) 

 
Teaching is both a highly gratifying 
role in the church, and yet a  

Are you looking for someone who can help you work through 
the challenges of life or generally encourage you as you go 
deeper with God? Do you feel like you really know who Jesus 
is, what He has done for you and how to develop a growing 
relationship with Him? We are excited to let you know we have 
trained men and women at Redeemer to spiritually mentor you 
through Life on Life mentoring and Starting Point. They will 
point you to relevant passages in God’s Word, and help you 
incorporate into your life spiritual disciplines like Bible study, 
Scripture memorization and prayer in order to help you 
spiritually mature. Why not start today? 
 
If you’re interested in any of these opportunities contact Pastor 
Bob or sign up at www.redeemerefc.com  

Mentoring 
Life on Life and Star�ng Point  

 
 
 
 
 

Membership Class 
October 22, 29, & November 5 
 
If you are new to Redeemer we invite you to 
consider joining us as we discuss where 
Redeemer is going, what we value, what we 
believe and more! Attending the class does not 
obligate you to join the church. If interested 
contact Pastor Bob. 

It's the time of year for new 
beginnings! For children returning to 
school it is a new year. It's also a new 
year for Redeemer with the start of 
our fiscal year on September 1st. 
Now is a great time to review and 
plan. Have you considered your 
giving and made a plan for our new 
year? The need is great. In addition 
to our general expense and paying 
off our loan, we will face significant 
property expense in the next few 
years. Heating and air conditioning 
units are getting old and worn out. 
The west parking lot will have to be 
resurfaced soon. We have 
established a property reserve to pay 
for these and other big property 
expenses but it needs a healthy 
amount of funding. 
 
Now is a good time to review your 
giving and see if it could or should be 
increased. This is especially true if it's 
on autopilot because of e-giving. 
Speaking of e-giving, it is a easy, 
convenient way to support 
Redeemer's ministry, but should be 
reviewed and revised periodically. 
 

~Gerry Buettner 

New Beginnings 
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